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to preserve union. The Paris Commune was not the only re-
volt. Its example was followed by other big cities—by Lyons,
Marseilles, Saint-fitienne—and local risings took place at Toul-
ouse, Narbonne and Limoges. The events of 1871 were, in
short, the greatest of all knots in the tangled skein of the
revolutionary tradition in France.
France had thereafter to view that tradition through the
bitter experience of these short-lived rebellions, duly sup-
pressed with much bloodshed by the national executive. The
communards had won for themselves something of the glamour of
-martyrdom claimed by Babeuf eighty years before: the Com-
mune, too, had the fascination of the revolution which might
have been. But meanwhile recourse to violence was much dis-
credited. At first those who still sought reform, were offered no
clear constitutional alternative. By them the new Republic of
M. Thiers was accepted at worst with positive resentment, at
best with lukewarm caution. Before long their eyes were to turn
to Gambetta, hero of the national defence, as the rising hope of
the stern and unbending revolutionaries. His influence is the
main channel through which the revolutionary tradition was
finally transmitted to the politics of the Third Republic.
The relative shares of Thiers and Gambetta in establishing
the Third Republic will be considered more conveniently in
the next chapter. First it must be shown that the full legacy of
the Revolution was something wider and more complicated
than the direct tradition which has so far been analysed. The
tide of revolution and of revolutionary ideas produced a cer-
tain backwash. Few historical developments are the direct and
simple consequence of one movement. They are usually the
result of the interaction between a movement and its backwash.
And the forces opposed to the revolutionary tradition played
an essential part in the establishment of the Third Republic,
which was at heart an attempt to reconcile the conflicting
forces of modern France.
The Forces of Opposition
It is perhaps useful to distinguish between the anti-revolu-

